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The worksheets for I Wonder About… Large-Scale Art at LACMA are meant to be used collaboratively 

and in small groups. They all meet the CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SPEAKING AND LISTENING standards: 

 

K-5.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners in small and larger groups. 

6-12.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-

led) with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 

Each worksheet also meets Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA) Content Standards for California Public 

Schools. For information about VAPA standards as they relate to individual worksheets, please refer to 

the index. 

 

 

Welcome to the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA)! This guide introduces students of all 

ages to the indoor and outdoor large-scale art across the museum campus. This packet is appropriate 

for all grade levels as an introduction to contemporary and public art. 

 

There are many ways to explore an art museum. This guide uses the prompts “I see,” “I think,” and "I 

wonder” to spark curiosity and help students describe their reactions to each artwork. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

We recommend that each student brings a graphite pencil and a notebook or sketchbook. Before you 

arrive, create groups of 10 students or less and assign each group a chaperone. The chaperone will help 

them find the artworks and move safely between spaces. They should also be prepared to help students 

who need extra support with the activity. 

 

Take a moment to go over some visitor guidelines with your students and chaperones. You can find 

additional guidelines under “Tips for Visiting the Galleries” on the campus map. To help us protect the 

art: 

• Be mindful of how you move around the museum and ensure that you keep an arm’s length 

distance away from any artwork, wall, table or pedestal; do not lean or set things on cases or 

tables where artwork is displayed 

• Mind all marked stanchions, exhibition platforms, and floor boundaries 

• The curtains along the perimeter of the David Geffen Galleries are artworks; please refrain from 

touching them 

• No food or drinks indoors; drinking fountains are located throughout campus 

• Students should leave backpacks and large bags on the bus; adults should carry backpacks 

facing forward (first aid kits may be carried into the galleries by chaperones) 

• Only graphite pencils are allowed in the galleries; no pens, markers, crayons, or color pencils are 

allowed 

• Photography is welcome but please turn off flash 

 

For additional activities to prepare your students for their visit, please read our pre-visit guide.  

 

 

 

The LACMA campus exhibits artwork outdoors and in three main buildings: The David Geffen Galleries, 

the Broad Contemporary Art Museum (BCAM), and the Resnick Pavilion. This tour includes artworks 

throughout campus, both inside and outside of the buildings. 

 

• Be sure that the chaperone who accompanies each group carries a campus map or can access 

Bloomberg Connects to find the different object locations. Bloomberg Connects is a free 

museum app on iOS and Android where you can find maps and artwork information. 

• Give yourself up to 10 minutes to move from one artwork to the next 

• In case groups get separated, make sure that you set a meeting place and time to 

regroup 

 

 

 

https://www.bloombergconnects.org/


 

Below you will find two recommended routes for planning your self-guided tour. 

 

 
Start with any of the works in BCAM or the Resnick Pavilion (Band, Metropolis II, Sentinel, 150 Portrait 
Tone, Primal Palm Garden) then make your way west with optional stops at the center of the campus 
(Levitated Mass, Circle of Animals/Zodiac Head, Miss Forest) before ending on the  west side of 
campus, inside or around the David Geffen Galleries (Smoke, Feathered Changes, Fading Scroll) 

 

 
Start with any of the Geffen Galleries works  (Smoke, Feathered Changes, Fading Scroll) and then 
make your way east, towards the Smidt Welcome Plaza, with optional stops at the center of campus 
(Levitated Mass, Circle of Animals/Zodiac Heads, Miss Forest) before heading towards the Academy 
Museum and ending on the east side of campus (Band, Metropolis II, Sentinel, 150 Portrait Tone, 
Primal Palm Garden).  

 
You can mix and match the stops to best suit your group’s needs and interests. 

 

 

 
You should give students about 10 minutes at each stop to respond to the guided prompts and allow 
yourself between five and 10 minutes to move between each stop. You may visit as many of the objects 
in the packet as you wish. Adjust the timing to best suit your schedule.  

 
  

 
Each worksheet is dedicated to a different artwork and lists the title and artist name at the top.  

 

• Each worksheet begins with the prompt “I see…” 

o Under that prompt, you will find a directive that asks students to start from a particular 

distance and asks them to look for and describe a particular aspect of the artwork 

• Each of the three general prompts (I see, I think, I wonder) includes additional questions related 

to identifying and describing (I see), analyzing an aspect of the artwork (I think), and making 

personal connections (I wonder). 

• Activity sheets that refer to art vocabulary include grounding information to help the 

chaperone/facilitator define art specific terms 

• Each worksheet also includes a “fun fact” or contextual information under the title “Did You 

Know?” at the bottom of the page 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.7ph8kfkxz9we
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.7pdzfuhosk90
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.7n3fzh78mvht
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.fk5jbnba3wky
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.fk5jbnba3wky
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.975h87of4anr
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.ip1lftpaexrv
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.2lzh2lc8m84t
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.1jowpw45sc73
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.ksvroum0fo1f
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.gkvy1ajqwmmk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.bdcrp97llv4h
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.ksvroum0fo1f
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.gkvy1ajqwmmk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.bdcrp97llv4h
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.ip1lftpaexrv
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.2lzh2lc8m84t
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.1jowpw45sc73
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.7ph8kfkxz9we
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.7pdzfuhosk90
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.7n3fzh78mvht
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.fk5jbnba3wky
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnh-cmKc4MCDnntNh7HFseG8BPDkwi3dAobIzdx8dH4/edit?tab=t.975h87of4anr


 

 

 
• Band, Metropolis II, 150 Portrait Tone, and Fading Scroll are indoor artworks and require 

admission stickers to be viewed 
o All other artworks are outdoors and can be viewed for free! 

• Primal Palm Garden is an installation of palms and cycads that surround the Resnick Pavilion, 
so ensure that chaperones are aware that the trees are arranged to be an artwork 

• Feathered Changes is a large-scale concrete installation that sits beneath and around the David 
Geffen Galleries 

o It can be viewed up close when outdoors and when students are indoors they can view 
the artwork from the windows of the David Geffen Galleries 

 

 

Today, we will visit very large artworks! Each time we stop, you will be asked to complete the same 
three sentences: 
 

• I see (What do you see? Can you describe it?) 
• I think (What does this remind you of? What kinds of feelings do you have about this?) 
• I wonder (What else might you want to know about this to better understand it?) 

 

Remember to take a minute or so to look at each artwork before you write down or share your 
response.  
 
You can look at artworks from up close, from far away and in some cases, from underneath or within 
them!  Write down what you see and how you feel looking at the artworks. There are no wrong 
answers!  
 

Is everyone ready to begin? 
 
 

 
Take a moment to think about what you’ve seen and experienced today. You can use your notebooks 
to help you remember. 
 
Focus on what stood out to you.  
 

• What was something that excited you? 

• What surprised you?  

• What is something that you’re excited to share when you leave the museum? 
 
 
 
 
 



Ask students to revisit their notes to respond to the questions below. 

• What artworks challenged you? What artworks surprised you?  

• How did it feel to walk around, under, or over some of the artworks? How did it change your 

perspective? 

• If you could create a large-scale artwork to reflect your experience today, what might it look 

like? What kind of materials would you use to build it? Where would you display it and who 

might you hope would see it? 

 

Make LACMA a regular part of your life! NexGenLA is a free membership for students under 17 years 

who live in L.A. County. As NexGenLA members, kids and teens can visit the museum for free anytime 

and bring one guest for free admission. If you are interested in obtaining free memberships for your 

students, please distribute THIS LINK to your students and guardians. Students ages 13 - 17 can sign 

themselves up for NexGenLA. Learn more about NexGenLA. 

 

 

 

LACMA uses the California Arts Standards for Public Schools and the California Common Core State 
Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical 
Subjects provided by the California Department of Education. All self-guided materials are meant to be 
used to generate small group discussion. All materials can be adjusted by teachers to be used for 
instruction of any grade level. 
 
The worksheets for Walking Tour: I wonder about…LACMA’s Large Scale Art meet the CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SPEAKING AND LISTENING standard 
 
K-5.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners in small and larger groups. 
6-12.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
 
Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA) Content Standards for California Public Schools for specific 
worksheets are listed below. 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSchwoBVE7Eh1JZ1b1YtypC9W-s9zEZZza6UaM3BD-lq3ue3gA/viewform
https://www.lacma.org/faq#nexgenla
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/caartsstandards.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/finalelaccssstandards.pdf


VA:Re7.1 Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness developed through engagement with art can lead to 
understanding and appreciation of self, others, the natural world, and constructed environments. 

2.VA:Re7.1 - Perceive and describe aesthetic characteristics of one’s natural world and  
constructed environments. 
Acc.VA:Re7.1 - Recognize and describe personal aesthetic and empathetic responses to the  
natural world and constructed environments. 

VA:Re8 - People gain insights into meanings of artworks by engaging in the process of art criticism. 
 2.VA:Re8 - Interpret art by identifying the mood suggested by a work of art and  

describing relevant subject matter and characteristics of form. 
4.VA:Re8 - Interpret art by referring to contextual information and analyzing relevant subject  
matter, characteristics of form, and use of media.  
Prof.VA:Re8 - Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by relevant and sufficient  
evidence found in the work and its various contexts. 

 
 

VA:Re7.1 Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness developed through engagement with art can lead to 
understanding and appreciation of self, others, the natural world, and constructed environments.  

1.VA:Re7.1  - Select and describe works of art that illustrate daily life experiences of one’s self  
and others. 
Prof.VA:Re7.1 - Hypothesize ways in which art influences perception and understanding of  
human experiences. 

VA:Re7.2 Visual imagery influences understanding of and responses to the world.  
K.VA:Re7.2 - Describe what an image represents.  
5.VA:Re7.2 - Identify and analyze cultural associations suggested by visual imagery. 

 Prof.VA:Re7.2 - Analyze how one’s understanding of the world is affected by experiencing visual ‘ 
imagery. 

 
 

 

VA:Re7.1 Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness developed through engagement with art can lead to 
understanding and appreciation of self, others, the natural world, and constructed environments.  
 2.VA:Re7.1 - Perceive and describe aesthetic characteristics of one’s natural world and  

constructed environments. 
Acc.VA:Re7.1 - Recognize and describe personal aesthetic and empathetic responses to the  
natural world and constructed environments. 

VA:Re8 People gain insights into meanings of artworks by engaging in the process of art criticism. 
1VA:Re8 - Interpret art by categorizing subject matter and identifying the mood and characteristics of 
form. 
4.VA:Re8 - Interpret art by referring to contextual information and analyzing relevant subject  
matter, characteristics of form, and use of media.  
Prof.VA:Re8 - Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by relevant and sufficient  
evidence found in the work and its various contexts. 

 



VA:Re7.1 Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness developed through engagement with art can lead to 
understanding and appreciation of self, others, the natural world, and constructed environments.  

3.VA:Re7.1 - Speculate about processes an artist uses to create a work of art. 
Acc.VA:Re7.1 - Recognize and describe personal aesthetic and empathetic responses to the  
natural world and constructed environments. 

VA:Re7.2 - Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness developed through engagement with art can lead to 
understanding and appreciation of self, others, the natural world, and constructed environments. 

3.VA:Re7.2 Determine messages communicated by an image. 
4.VA:Re7.2 - Analyze components in visual imagery that convey messages. 

VA:Re8 - People gain insights into meanings of artworks by engaging in the process of art criticism. 
4.VA:Re8 - Interpret art by referring to contextual information and analyzing relevant subject  
matter, characteristics of form, and use of media. 
 Acc.VA:Re8 - Identify types of contextual information useful in the process of constructing  
interpretations of an artwork or collection of works. 

VA:Cn11 People develop ideas and understandings of society, culture, and history through their interactions with 
and analysis of art. 
 K.VA:Cn11 - Identify a purpose of an artwork. 

 
 

VA:Re7.1 Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness developed through engagement with art can lead to 
understanding and appreciation of self, others, the natural world, and constructed environments.  

7.VA:Re7.1 - Explain how the method of display, the location, and the experience of an artwork  
influence how it is perceived and valued. 
Acc.VA:Re7.1 - Recognize and describe personal aesthetic and empathetic responses to the  
natural world and constructed environments. 

VA:Re8 People gain insights into meanings of artworks by engaging in the process of art criticism. 
4.VA:Re8 - Interpret art by referring to contextual information and analyzing relevant subject  
matter, characteristics of form, and use of media. 
Prof.VA:Re8 - Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by relevant and sufficient  
evidence found in the work and its various contexts. 

 
 

VA:Re8 People gain insights into meanings of artworks by engaging in the process of art criticism. 
 K.VA:Re8 - Interpret art by identifying subject matter and describing relevant details. 

2.VA:Re8 - Interpret art by identifying the mood suggested by a work of art and describing  
relevant subject matter and characteristics of form. 
Prof.VA:Re8 - Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by relevant and sufficient  
evidence found in the work and its various contexts. 

VA:Re7.1 Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness developed through engagement with art can lead to 
understanding and appreciation of self, others, the natural world, and constructed environments 

2.VA:Re7.1 - Perceive and describe aesthetic characteristics of one’s natural world and  
constructed environments. 
7.VA:Re7.1 - Explain how the method of display, the location, and the experience of an artwork  
influence how it is perceived and valued. 
Acc.VA:Re7.1 - Recognize and describe personal aesthetic and empathetic responses to the  
natural world and constructed environments. 

VA:Re7.2 Visual imagery influences understanding of and responses to the world. 
 5.VA:Re7.2 - Identify and analyze cultural associations suggested by visual imagery. 

 
 



VA:Re7.1 Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness developed through engagement with art can lead to 
understanding and appreciation of self, others, the natural world, and constructed environments.  

2.VA:Re7.1 - Perceive and describe aesthetic characteristics of one’s natural world and  
constructed environments. 
7.VA:Re7.1 - Explain how the method of display, the location, and the experience of an artwork  
influence how it is perceived and valued. 
Acc.VA:Re7.1 - Recognize and describe personal aesthetic and empathetic responses to the  
natural world and constructed environments. 

 
 

VA:Re7.1 Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness developed through engagement with art can lead to 
understanding and appreciation of self, others, the natural world, and constructed environments. 
 Acc.VA:Re7.1 - Recognize and describe personal aesthetic and empathetic responses to the  

natural world and constructed environments. 
VA:Re8 People gain insights into meanings of artworks by engaging in the process of art criticism. 

K.VA:Re8 - Interpret art by identifying subject matter and describing relevant details. 
2.VA:Re8 - Interpret art by identifying the mood suggested by a work of art and describing  
relevant subject matter and characteristics of form. 
Prof.VA:Re8 - Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by relevant and sufficient  
evidence found in the work and its various contexts. 

 
 

VA:Re7.1 Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness developed through engagement with art can lead to 
understanding and appreciation of self, others, the natural world, and constructed environments. 

2.VA:Re7.1 - Perceive and describe aesthetic characteristics of one’s natural world and  
constructed environments. 
3.VA:Re7.1 - Speculate about processes an artist uses to create a work of art. 

VA:Re7.1 Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness developed through engagement with art can lead to 
understanding and appreciation of self, others, the natural world, and constructed environments. 

7.VA:Re7.1 - Explain how the method of display, the location, and the experience of an artwork 
influence how it is perceived and valued. 
Acc.VA:Re7.1 - Recognize and describe personal aesthetic and empathetic responses to the  
natural world and constructed environments. 

VA:Re8 People gain insights into meanings of artworks by engaging in the process of art criticism. 
 K.VA:Re8 - Interpret art by identifying subject matter and describing relevant details. 

2.VA:Re8 - Interpret art by identifying the mood suggested by a work of art and describing  
relevant subject matter and characteristics of form. 
Prof.VA:Re8 - Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by relevant and sufficient  
evidence found in the work and its various contexts. 

 
 



VA:Re7.1 Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness developed through engagement with art can lead to 
understanding and appreciation of self, others, the natural world, and constructed environments. 

2.VA:Re7.1 - Perceive and describe aesthetic characteristics of one’s natural world and  
constructed environments. 
7.VA:Re7.1 - Explain how the method of display, the location, and the experience of an artwork 
influence how it is perceived and valued 
Acc.VA:Re7.1 - Recognize and describe personal aesthetic and empathetic responses to the  
natural world and constructed environments. 

 
 

Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA) Content Standards for California Public Schools 
VA:Re7.1 Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness developed through engagement with art can lead to 
understanding and appreciation of self, others, the natural world, and constructed environments.  

2.VA:Re7.1 - Perceive and describe aesthetic characteristics of one’s natural world and  
constructed environments. 
3.VA:Re7.1 - Speculate about processes an artist uses to create a work of art. 
Acc.VA:Re7.1 - Recognize and describe personal aesthetic and empathetic responses to the  
natural world and constructed environments. 

VA:Re8 - People gain insights into meanings of artworks by engaging in the process of art criticism. 
4.VA:Re8 - Interpret art by referring to contextual information and analyzing relevant subject  
matter, characteristics of form, and use of media.  
Prof.VA:Re8 - Interpret an artwork or collection of works, supported by relevant and sufficient  
evidence found in the work and its various contexts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


